The .

Seminar

Program Agenda 2025

Savannah, Georgia
June 8 —10, 2025



Sunday, June 8

11:00am —2:00pm

2:00pm —5:30pm

5:30 pm = 6:15pm

6:15pm — 6:45pm

6:45pm —7:15pm

7:00pm —9:00pm

9:00pm — 10:00pm

Registration Open

River Landing — Atlantic Building

General Session

Salzburg Ballroom — Atlantic Building

2:00pm —2:15pm

2:15pm - 3:15pm

3:15pm-3:45pm

3:45pm —4:30pm

4:30pm —5:15pm

5:15pm = 5:30pm

Welcome to the Seminar
Bill Myers — 2025 Seminar Chair

“Creativity & Brain Power”

Dr. Anna Abraham, Paul Torrance Professor of Creativity
and Gifted Education, the University of Georgia

Honor Bowman, Executive Dean of Academic Services,
Savannah College of Art and Design (SCAD)

Moderator: Reena Ninan, Founder, Good Trouble
Productions

Session Chair: Ines Gutzmer

“Science Has No Age Limit”
Heman Bekele, Kid of the Year, Time Magazine
Session Chair: Blake Simpson

“The Future of the Democratic Party”

Stacey Abrams, Political Leader, Voting Rights Activist
and Serial Entrepreneur

Moderator: Jordyn Holman, New York Times

Session Chair: Teneshia Jackson Warner

Being updated
Session Chair: Craig Minassian

Seminar Announcements

Free time (check-in to hotel)

Sunday Evening Sponsored by Brunswick Group

First Time Seminarian Cocktail Reception
Electric Moon Rooftop Bar — Upper Level

General Cocktail Reception
Electric Moon Rooftop Bar

Food Station Dinner

Electric Moon Rooftop Bar

Nightcap



Electric Moon Rooftop Bar

Monday, June 9

7:00am — 8:15am

7:00am — 8:15am

8:15am — 11:00am

First-Time Seminarian Breakfast
Sponsored by Stagwell
Beethoven Terrace — Power Plant Building

General Breakfast
Sponsored by Edelman
District Live

General Session
Salzburg Ballroom — Atlantic Building

8:15am — 8:30am Seminar Announcements

8:30am —9:15am “Are We There Yet? The Drive for Equality”
Richard Reeves, Author and Senior Fellow, Brookings
Institution

Session Chair: Jane Randel

9:15am — 10:15am “Africa Rising: Why the Next Chapter Matters to Us
All”
Dr. Akinwumi Adesina, President, African Development
Bank Group
Moderator/Session Chair: Margery Kraus

10:15am — 10:30am Morning Break

10:30am —12:30pm

General Session — Continues
Salzburg Ballroom — Atlantic Building

10:30am - 11:15am “The Future of News (Part 1)”
Rebecca Blumenstein, President, NBC News Editorial
Moderator/Session Chair: Don Baer

11:15am — 11:45am “Aging and Longevity”
Debra Whitman, Chief Public Policy Officer, AARP
Moderator: Reena Ninan
Session Chair: Margery Kraus

11:45am —12:30pm “Abundance: Rethinking Political and Institutional
Barriers to Growth”
Derek Thompson, Co-author, “Abundance”
Moderator: Andrew Edgecliffe-Johnson, Semafor
Session Chair: Emily Lenzner



12:30pm — 1:30pm

1:30pm — 5:00pm

5:00pm

5:00pm —7:15pm

7:15pm —9:00pm

8:00pm

9:00pm —11:00pm

Lunch Buffet
District Live

General Session — Continues
Salzburg Ballroom — Atlantic Building

1:30pm —2:15pm

2:15pm - 3:15pm

3:15pm —4:00pm

4:00 — 4:45pm

“A Discussion about China and Russia”

Dr. Samuel Charap, RAND corporation
Jessica Chen Weiss, Johns Hopkins University
Moderator: Jim O’Leary

Session Chair: Anna Soellner

“A Conversation with Jeremy Renner”

Jeremy Renner, Actor and Author, “My Next Breath: A
Memoir”

Moderator/Session Chair: Michael Mand

"Mother Emanuel: Keeping History Real"

Kevin Sack, Author, “Mother Emanuel: Two Centuries of
Race, Resistance and Forgiveness in one Charleston
Church”

Moderator: Jordyn Holman

Session Chair: Michael Schoenfeld

“Josie Cox and Andrew Edgecliffe-Johnson in
Conversation”

Josie Cox, Author, “Women Money Power: The Rise and
Fall of Economic Equality”

Moderator: Andrew Edgecliffe-Johnson

Session Chair: Brigitte Trafford

An Evening in Savannah — Sponsored by FGS Global

Gather in Main Lobby for offsite, first trolley departs

Trolley Historic Tour and American Prohibition Museum tour

Dinner at Olde Pink House
Museum Experience and Dinner
Sponsored by FGS Global

White Trolley Shuttle available to return to JW Marriott

(runs until 9:15pm)

Nightcap at JW Marriott
Baobab Lounge — Power Plant Building
Sponsored by Gravity Research



Tuesday, June 10

7:00am — 7:45am Morning Yoga & Meditation
River Landing Terrace — Atlantic Building
Instructor & Mats provided by lululemon

7:30am — 8:30am General Breakfast
District Live
8:30am —10:15am General Session

Salzburg Ballroom — Atlantic Building
8:30am— 8:45am Seminar Announcements

8:45am - 9:30 am “Feeding the Growing World Population”
Dan Glickman, former Secretary of Agriculture, U.S.
Ann Veneman, former Secretary of Agriculture, U.S.
Moderator: Reena Ninan
Session Chair: Margery Kraus

9:30am — 10:15am “Deciphering the Gut-Brain Connection”
Dr. Trisha Parischa, Harvard Medical School
Session Chair: Paul Andrew
10:15am —10:30am Morning Break
River Landing

10:30am —12:15pm General Session — Continues
Salzburg Ballroom — Atlantic Building

10:30am —11:15am “The Meaning of Agency in the Future”
James Rhee, Author and Founder, red helicopter;
Johnson Chair of Entrepreneurship, Howard University;
CEO and Investor
Session Chair: Frank Tramble

11:15am —12:15pm “The Future of News (Part I1)”
Jessica Yellin, Journalist of social media brand, News
Not Noise
Sarabeth Berman, CEO, American Journalism Project
David Plotz, CEO, City Cast
Moderator: Katerina Eva Matsa, Pew Research Center
Session Chair: Amanda Miller

12:15pm —1:15pm Lunch/Business Break
District Live



2:45pm - 3:00pm

3:00pm -5:15pm

5:15pm —6:30pm

6:30pm —7:15pm

7:15pm —8:30pm

8:30pm- 10:30pm

1:15pm — 2:00pm “Doing the Right Thing in a Turbulent World”
Alison Taylor, Author and Clinical Professor, NYU School
of Business
Moderator: Andrew Edgecliffe-Johnson
Session Chair: lan Bailey

2:00pm — 2:45pm “A CEO Conversation”
Chris Womack, Chief Executive Officer, Southern
Company
Moderator: Jordyn Holman
Session Chair: Carrie Kurlander

Afternoon Break
River Landing

General Session — Continues
Salzburg Ballroom — Atlantic Building

3:00pm — 4:00pm “Voting Integrity: Protecting Democracy”
Brad Raffensperger, Secretary of State, Georgia
Paige Alexander, CEO, The Carter Center
Gabe Sterling, Chief Operating Officer, Secretary of
State, Georgia
Moderator: Benjamin Payne
Session Chair: Carrie Kurlander

4:00pm — 4:45pm “Human Connection Beyond Words”
Phil Stanton, Co-Founder, Blue Man Group
Moderator: Reena Ninan
Session Chair: Ines Gutzmer

4:45pm — 5:15pm Seminar Closing Announcements
Business Break

Cocktail Reception
River Landing

Seated Dinner
District Live — Live music provided by Swamptooth

Nightcap
Continuing in District Live
Sponsored by Morning Consult

Wednesday, June 11

7:00am — 8:00am

Seminar Committee Breakfast
Stone and Webster Chophouse — private dining room



7:30am — 9:30am Continental Breakfast Available
Beethoven Terrace

THE SEMINAR COMMITTEE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEGES
OUR FELLOW SEMINARIANS WHO GENEROUSLY
CONTRIBUTED TO THE PROGRAM OF THE SEMINAR 2025

BELL RINGER OF THE SEMINAR
FGS Global
Weber Shandwick

CHAMPION OF THE SEMINAR
Brunswick Group

PATRON OF THE SEMINAR
Edelman
Stagwell

SUPPORTER OF THE SEMINAR
Gravity Research
Morning Consult

New York Life

The Seminar 2026
Omni Scottsdale Resort & Spa at Montelucia
Scottsdale, Arizona
June 7-9, 2026



